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David Munk-Nielsen (b. 1998, Copenhagen) is recognised as one of the leading young concert 
pianists in the Nordic countries, following numerous concert appearances and top prizes in 
international piano competitions. His debut CD ”Between Fire and Silence”, featuring works by 
Schumann & Sibelius, will be released in May 2026 on OUR Recordings.

In October 2022, he was awarded 3rd Prize at the prestigious Maj Lind International Piano 
Competition in Helsinki—one of the largest and most significant piano competitions in the Nordic 
region and internationally. The previous year, he won 1st Prize at both the Tampere Piano 
Competition in Finland and the Tallinn International Piano Competition in Estonia. In all three 
finals, he performed Brahms’ Piano Concerto No. 2, earning critical acclaim for his “spot-on 
emotional expression, smooth technique, sonority, airiness and robustness” (Helsingin Sanomat). 
These achievements firmly establish him among the leading pianists of his generation.

David began playing the piano at the age of five and studied from an early age with Professor Anne 
Øland before entering the Royal Academy of Music in Aarhus at 16. From 2017 to 2024, he studied 
at the Sibelius Academy in Helsinki with Professor Erik T. Tawaststjerna, and in 2022–23 he was an
exchange student at Universität der Künste Berlin, studying with Professor Björn Lehmann. He is 
currently enrolled in the soloist class at the Royal Danish Academy of Music in Copenhagen under 
Professor Marianna Shirinyan.

He is the recipient of numerous prizes, including 1st Prize at the North Zealand Piano Festival 
(2010), the Gold Medal at the Berlingske Classical Music Competition (2015), a special prize at the 
Nordic Piano Competition (2017) for the best interpretation of a Romantic work, 1st Prize at the 
International Stasys Vainiūnas Competition (2018), and the Grand Prix at the Helmi Vesa Piano 
Competition (2019). In 2019, he also received 2nd Prize and two special prizes (the Carl Nielsen 
Prize and the EMCY Prize) at the Aarhus International Piano Competition.

David made his debut as a soloist with orchestra at the age of 13, touring Denmark and Ireland with 
the North Zealand Symphony Orchestra. He has since performed with orchestras including 
Copenhagen Phil, the Finnish Radio Symphony Orchestra, Tampere Philharmonic Orchestra, 
Aarhus Symphony Orchestra, Aalborg Symphony Orchestra, the Estonian National Symphony 
Orchestra, and the St. Christopher Chamber Orchestra in Vilnius.

He gave his first solo recital at the age of 15 and has since appeared in numerous festivals, 
including the Hindsgavl Festival, Mänttä Music Festival, Turku Music Festival, Sibelius Festival, 
Korsholm Music Festival, Mikkeli Music Festival, Copenhagen Summer Festival, Helsingborg 
Piano Festival, Aarhus Chamber Music Festival, and the Danish String Quartet Festival, among 
others.

David has received several major grants, including support from the Wegelius Foundation, the 
Jacob Gade Prize (2021), and the Carl Nielsen & Anne Marie Carl-Nielsen Talent Prize (2025). 


